The Twelve Rules For Promoting Harmony Among Church Members

Appears in Vol. 5 of the Complete Works of Thomas Smyth, earlier published in the 1838 Manual, for the Use of the
Members of the Second Presbyterian Church, Charleston, SC. Prior to that, it was published in the 1833 Manual For the
Members of the Presbyterian Church in Petersburg, VA by William S. Plumer.

nosther —Matt vil. ; 1—
th and not magnify each other’s

 pray one for another in our social meetings, a
| in private.—James, v. 16.
. To avoid going from house to house, for the purpose
aring news, and interfering with other people s business.
s xix. 16.

5. Always to turn a deaf ear to any slanderous report, and
to allow no charge to be brought against any person until well
founded and proved.—Prov. xxv. 23.

6. If a member be in fault, to tell him of it in private, before
it is mentioned to others.—JMatt, xviii. 15.

7. To watch against shyness of each other, and put the best
construction on any action that has the appearance of opposition
or resentment.—~Frov. x. 12.

8. To observe the just rule of Solomon, that is, to leave off
contention before it be meddled with.—Prov. xvii. 14.

9. If a member has offended, to consider how glorious, how
God-like it is to forgive, and how unlike a Christian it is to
revenge—Eph. iv. 2.

10. To remember that it is always a grand artifice of the,
Devil, to promote distance and animosity among members
ches and we should, therefore, watch against every thing
rthers his end. ——-James iii. 16.

To consider how much more good we can do
e, and in the Church in partxcular whe
ove, than we could do when acti
ntrary spirit —Jolm Xiil.




